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The Anatomy of faire W riting. 


 Wherein exaitly expreſſed each ſeverall Character : Together with the Rnles 
and Docements,co incident to the Art of faire and ſpeedy Writing. 


\ 2A Ince the Rules of the Facu'ty of faire Writing do not,nor ever can 
> A, profic till they be pur in praiſe ; I have thought good forthe well 
5 A/—p © employing of my Talent, aſwell for the inſtrution and helpc of 
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& &7 thoſe rhat by their owne endeavours withour Teachers, would at- 
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> 4 tainc ſome perfe&ion ; as alſo for the eaſe of Writing Schoole= 

$£3JY Maſters, who of necefſiry muſt know them, if ſpeedily they will 
"YT learne their Schollers ro write, 

T To ſuch then ir ſhall bee expedient, to will the Scholler to 

writetwoor three words in his preſence, thereby to (ee the apt or 

| | a ne Fg ©. © -mnape 


unapt diſpoſition of his hand,and how he holds his pen. | 

The next thing the Teacher is to doe, it is to reRific his Schollers holding of his pen ; 
which is to place his thumbe on the ſide of the pen next his breſt higheſt of all , The fore- 
finger next, place upon the top of the pen extended dawneward, flat a little beneath the 
thumbe : and laſtly, the middlefinger on the furtheſt ſide of rhe pen lowelt of all - The 
two fingers being in a mannerex:endedto their uttermoſt length, the Thumbe only riſing 
inthe joynt, which if it be bowed in, impoſſible it is, that that hand ſhould write faire or 
faſt. | 

The next care mult be, to ſec the Schollers ſetting of his body,and how he ſhould fic to 
write: Namely, with his breaſt from the board or deske whereat he writes: to hold his 
hcad upright, to looke ſtraight, his arme laid right forth on the paper : T hat is, his elbow 
to be even with the end of the midſt of the ſheete of the paper, which paper mult lie as 
neere to the mid{ of his body, as the ſtraight holding out of his arme will permit it, 

Then to teach him to take up his Inke (with the hollow fide of his pen downeward) . 
ſparingly,and not too plenrifully : for being too full, he ſhall never write cleane; 

W hen the Maſter hath thus done, hee ſhall take a ſmall paire of compaſſes, and rule a 
fide of paper with the ſame, the Compaſſes being ſer of the depth of his writing, making 
5 double line : let the Scholler or beginner make his letters betweene theſe two lines, to 
keepe them cven at head and foote ; for this is moſt caſie ro be underſtood of the Learner, 
whenthe Teacher ſhall ay,put up ſuch aſtroke, flope or upright above the upper line : or 
{o much ſlope or downeward beneath the lower line, to make ſuch or ſuch a letter: where 
if there werenotthe like lines,hardly could be the like demonſtration given. 
Then teachhim to know the termes or words of Art, which you uſc in teaching. To wir, 
_ ſlope or down-right parrellcll ſtrokes, that 1s, ſtrokes equidiſtant , your Traverſe 

roke,thar is,a Crofſle ftroke,or the (troke through ther fkand g : your waved ſtroke, as 
that in the Roar L.your Stem,as that inthe length of the /4 kc, Your Bell, as the bolts 
in 
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-pen,untill he ſhall come to ſome facility in making them truely, 
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in the tops of the Row or 7talian hinds ; your Thred, as the joyning ſmall Rroke that 
unites words, Your Equidiſtances (which 1s the geometriall proportion of faire writing ) 
and the like,cre you proceede in farther inſtruRion, that he may underſtand you, as you go 
forward: elſe theſe and the like termes will perplex his underitanding by the way, and 


 { hinder his proceeding. 


 Foure letters,and no more ſhould the M iſter reach his Scholler ina day, although hee 
be ſuch a one as hath a moſt rractable hand : rorhe end to lay a moſt ſure foundation, and 
get the firmer habit in making ihem : Which foure letters 1ec the Maſter make, in the pre- 
ſence of his Scholler , twice or thrice leaſurely : and peece afier pecce, ſhewing him the 
«fteas of the pen,and how 2nd when to apply the fide or ful mouth therof in the forming 
of thoſe Lerters, And if the Scholler in his 1imirarion mifle his direRion,then to ſhew him 
wherein.and in what joynt he hath erred,and if yer he miſle in following that demon- 
ſtration,ler him often goe over the lerrers with a dry pen, the better to acquaint his hand 
with their ſhape and draught. 

The Maſter may alſo witha plummet of lead,or any other thing(made fomwhar ſharpe 
atthe point)faſhion out the lerters,and cauſe the Learner to goe oyer thein with his wer 

The pen muſt agree with the paper: for paper Royall,or demy paper,or any paper that 
hath a hard and croſlſe graine, mult have a pen full hard and dry. 

When you ſhould write faſt on fine paper,your pen ſhould be ſomewhat ſmall,yer yery 
dry,being made of the {ecand or third in the wing. | 

To young Children whoſe hands arc weake,give a ſmall pen made of a ſoft quill : For 
the hard pen, naturally cauſeth the hand totunne with difficulty, and therefore moſt an- 
fr for a faſt hand 2 [E 


Your Body ſer, your paper put,and your pen held as before is ſaid, you ſhall make your 
» letters according ro the Copples 1n this booke, joyning one letter with another with lighe 
A '3 and 
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and nimble pulſe,haviog a ſpeciall eye to the laſt ſyllable which yonhave made, to the end - 
to match it inevenneſſc,fulnefle or leannefle,and foto unite ſyllable after ſyllable, & word 
after word,as may be moſt gracefull tothe eye ; having alwates great regard to the laſt let- 
ters both of ſyllables and words, that ſo chey which are to follow, may be unifor me,which 
will make the hand ſhew faire,though the letters be not ſo exactly made. | 

Now the ſpace berweene each letter,ſhall be according to the matter that is to be writs 
cen - for in a Petition or any other thing of thac nature, y ou ſhall write ſmal', and ſer your 
letters as cloſe together as poſſible you can, thereby toenclude much matter in few lines. 
But in an Evidence or Indenture,you ſhall write full, and ſet the letters mach more wide, 
one from another,becauſe 1t belt becomes a deede of Continuance. 

In wide lines, the writing doth ſooneſt diſcover the goodnefle or badneſle of ir (clfe, 
And in ſuch lines it is moſt gracefull ro make long Rtemmes and tailes to your letters, ſo 
as they touch nor one the other,for that onely ſhe wes the freencile of the hand. 

Moreoverzas it1s no great furtherance to them that do bur as yer learne to write,to write 
DiRarecs or Tranſcripts of pleadings with a diſordecrly taltneſſe $9 ro himthat hath gotten 
an habit of a faſt hand already, irreſignes it more and more, making it thereby the more 
bold,ready and ſpritly, for oftentimes we may ſee fall from the hand of ſuch a falt wrj- 
cer paſſing gracefull,and ſpritly letters, ſith they are made witha light. nimble andreacy 
pulſe. The contrary whereof 1s ever ſeene to proceede from thoſe Teachers, and Schollers, 
that onely write (low ſet hands, who uſing to write leaſurcily, doe when they ſhou!d write 
with expedirtion,finde their hands ſo unruly, wild andunſtayed, that they are not at their 
ewhe command, But what goe Iabour utterly to take away tte fer flow rand, Farre te 
it from me,for too well I know how gracefull and expedient it is, in Ingroſements of all 
kindes ſo to doe. 

There are many Impoſters that undertake to teach perfeAly in two and twenty houres, 
era month at moſt, themſclves not able to judge of, much lefle to performe good writing. 
Alas; 
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| thebeſt writers,and moſt exquiſite Maſter peece(as it were) of this age and of all Nations, 
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Alas;who ſeeth not how fraudfull theſe men are,and injuriousas well to other Teachers, as 
to the Common-wealth, GS 
I have added muchtime and diligence to touch the ground of faire Writing, having all 


£0 further my deſires and Mother-wit (I thanke God for ir) notreſilting me therein, yer 
will I not undertake (hand over head as they do)to teach perfeRly in that time trebled. 

Writing indeed of all other manuall qualities isthe, molt difficult,neceſlary,and excel- 
lent : for inthe Art of Limming,painting,Clocking, Graving and the like ; ifthey miſle of 
wheeles, draughts, limmes and {krokes, which they deſire to make thar are profeſſors of 
them, they may mend them againe wich a ſecond correQion ere they finally doe them. Bur 
exquiſite writing is ſo peremprory, that 1f ar firſt it be miſt,it is not tobe amended, bur rather 
continue in their ignorance,then be made more cunning by a better teacher. 

There is no kingdome bur ours that have any more hands in ordinary ule as their natu- 
railhand, but one or art leaſt by that one all may eaſily bee knowne, as wcll there, as elſe- 
where in Chriſtendometbur ours hath (well neerc)asmany hands as courts of Record, and 
they ſo ſtrange and different too, that very few of our own people know or can read them, 
inſomuch tha a great Earle of this Land deſired me to write him an Alphabet of the Court 
hand, that ſo he might chereby(as with a key ) open the locke of that hand, wherein many 
of his Evidences were written, toreade them with more eaſe : for he ſaid, they were E- 
gyptian Hierogliphickes ro him, as indeed they are ro molt of our Engliſh men, though 0+ 
therwiſe good Schollers, much more to [trangers. And theſe hands are fo uncertaine iri 
their forme,beſidesthar, no two Clarkes ſcarce agree in opinion, which is the right ſhape 
of many letters : So that ſo many hands, ſo many faſhions of one and the fame hand (for 
exatnple the Court hand for one )wherein ſcarce two Clarks agree in one opinion, which is 
the proper ſhape of many Lerters:bur it skils not greatly whether they do or no,for it is nor 
tuuch lefſe the Checker, Pipe-offico, and I wot not what hand; worth the name ay hand, 
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teczuſethe very nature of it and themw,aretobe written gently and cleanely, . in reſpect 
our Secretary, ltalian, Romane, French,Dutch,and other national hands of Chriſtendome; 
Yet thoſe Clarks that know my kill therein,do greatly flatter 2n1 deceive me,butby their 
reſtimony I write it more naturally then ever they knew teachrer : Howbeit I owe {ſo 
much love and duty totrath,ghar I can with,her a'lowance give this hand, nar the reſt ex- 
cepred againſt,noright hand of fellowſhip among any of the /aid nationall hands, nanor 
ſo much as ſuffer them to come in their preſence, for too much diſgracing the more beau- 
tifull hand of mine owne Country-:for among tFem(the Pipe otice hand eſpecially )they 
would looke like beares nor yet lickt into faſhion, among deere growne to their greatelt 
beauty. Burt as it pleaſeththe kingdome for reaſon of ſtate, cr {cme otter beſt knawn to 
the chiefe governours thereof 10 continue the common Law ofthe Land, in that tohgue 
which the Norman corquerour 1mpoſed on it and them diſtin fromthe mother tongue 
of the Nation : So doe they.alſo permit and maintaine,(well neere)all the ſeveral grand- 
offices belonging to rhoſe lawes,to uſe variety of hands : where w:th not onely the Come 
mons and unlearned people,burt moſt of the learned (as I ſaid) of that nation, are altoge- 
ther unacquainted. | | 

Inthis worke are divers coppies of diſtin form:s of charaters, yet all of them now 
commonly uſed here at this day : for ſuch as will learne to write neatly and expedienty 
without a maſter, I would adviſe them ro practiſe the letters(fac fmile )nine or ten dayes 
ragether, and often to goe over them with adry pen, to acquaint their hand with their 
ſhape; and albeit it ſeeme ſomewhat tedious ro them to goe over them ſo, yet the profit 
which they ſhall ſoone finde in their pratiſe, will exceede their paine; afterwards they 
may joyne them together, and imitate the coppies of joyned hands which they beſt fancy, 


or a8 ſhall be moſt uſefull for them: yet take theſe general rules with you, which may bot}. 


helpe ſome reachers,8 all learners,and may beeaſily conceived,and borne in memory,viz, 
All letters rhat haye any compaſles, and containe any whites within them (as, «de yg 


05, 
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05,8c.)orabdg qo,g&c, muſt be of one bigneſle, and ſo of ather hands whatſoever. 
All letters that have any [tems or heads above the upper line before ſpoken of,(as 6 4 k} , 
Ft &c. or (6 þ fk! ft &c,) muſt be of one height. : | 
All letters that have any tailes ſtraight or reverſcd beneath the lines, (asg-f7,or fp g/ 
3,8c.)mult be of one deph. 
The letters muſt not be too fat or too leane(that is too ful or too ſlender)for their depth, 
for the firſt inakes them looke like dwarfes,all belly ; and the lalt like long leane ſtarve- 
lings, without fleſh or telly, | 
Thrice the breadth of the maſter-ſtroke of the minnum in the ſet ſecretary hand ſhould * 
be his dep.h - and ſo of the text hand,baſtard or ſet, as alſo of the court hand, chancery, 
GC, 
Inthe ngliſh ſer ſecretary han3, likewiſe the blacke or maſter-ſtrokes of theſe letters 
bfhklt/,&c, mult be rwice as fyll as the maſter-ſtroke of the minnum.The ſame is to be 
: | - obſerved alſoin the court hand. 
The letters muſt be kept even at foote and at head, and ſtand equi-diſtant, a ſmall o's 
ſpace being lefr betweene each word. 
| In theie rules confilt the geometriall proportion of faire and exa& writing, in the En- 
eliſh ſer ſecretary hand, and who fo obſerves them, ſhall make this band inchant the 
eye of the beholder wich exceeding delight; for(no/ens volens)it will dote on the ſeldome 
fcene beauty thereof, | : 
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WAITING AND D8AWIVYG 


O'DONNELL'S SYSTEM OF PENMANSHIP. 


In Eight Numbers. By Micnar J. O'Doxxzir, Principal of 
Ward School No. 5. New York. Price 12% cts, each. 

Coanss Haxp.—No. I embraces the formation a1] 
proportions of all the short «mall letters, such as a, c, e, 

No. 2 of all the lozg mall letters, such as b, y, p, &c.-—No. 3 of 
all the Capitals. 

In the above numbors, the letters 
ples of the round hand. 

Fixes Haxp.— No. 4 embraces the formation and relative pro- 
portions of all the small letters. —No. 5 do. do. do. of all the Cupi- 
tals —No. 6 contains copies written on the ame | 
of a «mall size, intended for 


hand. 


are formed upO1 the P1111 


nay M4 == Fu 
rInciples, bt & 
female hand. —No. 7 do. do. for mai 


4 


The style of the Fine Hand Books 1s a medium between the 
Round hand and the Angular. 


The engraving of these books has þecn executed 1n the highest 
style of art, and the paper used 1s of a very $upcrior quality. 
They are now uxed in nearly all the Ward Schools, an in many 
of the private schools of New York, aud extensively throughout 
the country. 


Notices, 


The following testimonials will show the estimate placed upon 
the system by those who have texted them : 


The late Dr. Josk.en McKerx wrote: © I take pleaxure in 
recotomending to public favor and use the copy-books prepared by Mr, M. J. O'Donnell, one 
of the Publie School Teachers of this city. 


They present a uniform and beautiful style of 
penmanship; and remarkable sncccss has been manifest where Mr. O'Donnell's books and 
method bave been used.” 


Fraxcis McNarry, late Principal of Ward School, No. 41, 


wrote :—* I have used Mr. O'Donnell's Er. * 


5 


' of Penmanship, and ſecl convinced that it is 


the very best s8ystem extant. The form 
The plan of giving one or two elements : 


simple words in common use, in the 84m 
guperior to any other plan with which I g.n 


of th letters is simple, neat, and beautiful, 
2, and then combining these clements into 
8ucceeding less0n, is entirely uriginal, and 
ginted.” 


SPECIMENS FROM 0'DONNELLS PENMAN SHIP. 


SPECIMENS FROM 0'DONNELLS PENMAN SHIP. 
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